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ONLY ONE EARTH (continued from page 31 

Principle 2. The natural resources of the earth 
including the air, water, land, flora and fauna and 
especially representative samples of natural 
ec�systems must be safeguarded for the benefit of 
present and fut�re generations through. careful 
planning or management, as appropriate. 

Principle 3. The capacity of the earth to produce 
vital renewable resources must be maintained and, 
wherever practicable, restored or improved. 

Principle 4. Man has a special responsibility to 
safeguard and wisely manage the heritage of wildlife 
and its habitat which are now gravely imperilled by a 
combination of adverse factors. Nature conservation 
including wildlife must therefore receive importance 
in planning for economic development. 

Principle 5. The non-renewable resources of the 
earth must be employed in such a way as to guard 
against the danger of their future exhaustion and to 
ensure that benefits from such employment are 
shared by all mankind. 

Principle 6. The discharge of toxic substances or 
of other substances and the release of heat, in such 
quantities or concentrations as to exceed the 
capacity of the environment to render them har­
mless, must be halted in order to ensure that serious 
or irreversible damage is not inflicted upon 
ecosystems. The just struggle of the peoples of all 
countries against pollution should be supported. 

Principle 7. States shall take all possible steps to 
prevent pollution of the seas by substances that are 
liable to create hazards to human health, to harm 
living resources and marine life, to damage 
amenities or to interfere with other legitimate uses of 
the sea. 

Principle 8. Economic and social development is 
essential for ensuring a favourable living and 
working environment for man and for creat!ng 
conditions on earth that are necessary for the im­
provement of the quality of life. 

Principle 9. Environmental deficiencies generated 
by the conditions of underdevelopment and natural 
disasters pose grave problems and can best be 
remedied by accelerated development through the 
transfer of substantial quantities of financial and 
technological assistance as a supplement to the 
domestic efforts of the developing countries and 
such timely assistance as may be required. 

Principle 10. For the developing countries, 
stability of prices and adequate earnings for primary 
commodities and raw material are essential to en­
vironmental management since economic factors as 
well as ecological processes must be taken into 
account. 

Principle 11. The environmental policies of all 
States should enhance and not adversely affect the 
present or future development potential of 
developing countries, nor should they hamper the 
attainment of better living conditions for all, and 
appropriate steps should be taken by States and 

international organizations with a view to reaching 
agreement on meeting the possible nati�nal and 
international economic consequences resultmg from 
the application of environmental measures. 
.. Principle 12. Resources should �e made availa?le 
to preserve and improve the environment, takmg 
into account the circumstances and particular 
requirements of developing countries and any costs 
which may emanate from their incorporating en­
vironmental safeguards into their development 
planning and the need for m�k!ng ava�lable to �hem, 
upon their request, addit10nal mt�rnat10nal 
technical and financial assistance for this purpose. 

Principle 13. In order to .achieve a �ore rational 
management of resources and thus t? .improve the 
environment, States should adopt an mtegrated and 
co-ordinated approach to their developme�t 
planning so as to ensure that dev�lopment is 
compatible with the need to protect and 

_
improve t�e 

human environment for the benefit of their 
population. . . 

Principle 14. Rational planmng constitutes an 
essential tool for reconciling any conflict between 
the needs of development and the need to protect 
and improve the environment. 

Principle 15. Planning must be applied to human 
settlements and urbanization with a view to avoiding 
adverse effects on the environment and obtaining 
maximum social, economic and evironmental 
benefits for all. In this respect projects which are 
designed for colonialist and racist domination must 
be abandoned. 

Principle 16. Demographic policies, which are 
without prejudice to basic human rights and which 
are deemed appropriate by Governments con­
cerned, should be applied in those regions where �he 
rate of population growth or excessive population 
concentrations are likely to have adverse effects on 
the environment or development, or where low 
population density may prevent improvement of the 
human environment and impede development. 

Principle 17. Appropriate national instituti_ons
must be entrusted with the task of planmng, 
managing or controlling th� environmen

_
tal 

resources of States with the view to enhancmg 
environmental quality. 

Principle 18. Science and techn�logy, as part 
_
of

their contribution to economic and social 
development, must be applied to the identification, 
avoidance and control of environmental risks and 
the solution of environmental problems and for the 
common good of mankind. 

Principle 19. Education in environmental ma�t�rs, 
for the younger generation as well as adults, givmg 
due consideration to the underprivileged, is essential 
in order to broaden the basis for an enlightened 
opinion and responsible _c�:md�ct by in�ividuals,
enterprises and commumt1es m protectmg and 
improving the environme�t in its full h�man
dimension. It is also essential that mass media of 












